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INTRODUCTION
KUANTAN, MALAYSIA
The capital city of Pahang in the East Coast of Peninsular Malaysia
The ninth largest city in Malaysia
Rich in natural resources including rain forests, lakes, minerals (i.e. tin, iron, aluminium) 
MARS
Fourth largest planet in the sun solar system
Referred to as the RED PLANET due to rich in iron oxide prevalent on its surface a distinct 
reddish appearance
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INTRODUCTION
What do this two places have in common??
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INTRODUCTION
KUANTAN, MALAYSIA
Over the past few months, bauxite mining has become a controversial environmental issue in 
Malaysia. Bauxite, a principle ore is a main source of aluminium. 
The presence of bauxite in Kuantan was first recognized almost eight decades ago in 1937. 
Kuantan’s bauxite is characterized as laterite bauxite by high ferric oxide content ranging from 
14.4 to 40.6% depending on different deposits
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INTRODUCTION
Aluminium Industry
 In 2016, Malaysia became the world's top 
producer, accounting for nearly  half  of  the 
supply to China's  massive aluminium industry. 
Annual output of laterite bauxite ore has 
increased from about 200,000 tonnes in 2013, to 
nearly 20 million tonnes in the year 2016. 
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INTRODUCTION
BAUXITE MINING IN KUANTAN
 In 2016, Malaysia became the world's top producer, accounting for nearly  
half  of  the supply to China's  massive aluminium industry. 
Annual output of laterite bauxite ore has 
increased from about 200,000 tonnes in 2013, to nearly 20 million tonnes in 
the year 2016. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
Unregulated and rampant open-cast bauxite mining activities in Kuantan, Pahang has led to severe 
air and watercourse pollution during a period of about 18 months. Kuantan was termed “Mars on 
earth" as red dust and red water flows in the capital state of Pahang. 
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BAUXITE CONTAMINATION
Reports on high heavy metals (i.e. aluminium, arsenic, 
lead, iron) in contaminated rivers and treated water
Speculations on radioactive material in water and 
sediments
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CONCLUSION
BAUXITE IS A BOON, GENERATE ECONOMY AND PROMOTE BUSINESSES FOR THE 
STATE OF PAHANG
MORATORIUM IMPOSED WOULD JEOPARDISE THE INDUSTRY
STRICT MONITORING & REGULATIONS SHOULD BE IMPOSED
IMPACT OF AIR & WATER POLLUTION DUE TO BAUXITE MINING CAN BE MINIMISED
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~ THANK YOU ~
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